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Action

TheEnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) isalowing moreflexibilityintheuse
of alternativemethodsouts deof thoselistedin EPA publication SW-846, Test Methods
for Evaluating Solid Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods. ThisdocumentisOSW’ s
officia compendium of anaytical and sampling methodsthat havebeen evaluated and
approvedfor useincomplyingwithRCRA regulations.

Thisruleclarifiesthedifference between SW-846 methodsthat arerequired and
thosethat areguidancemethodsintheregulations. Inaddition, somerequired usesof
SW-846 methodsremainregul ated in Situationswhereaparticul ar procedureistheonly
onecapableof properly measuringfor samplingandanalysis. Thisisknownasa
method-defined parameter. TheAgency dsoisfinaizing Updatel 1B tothe Third Edition
of SW-846, and removing unnecessarily required usesof Chapter Nine, “ Sampling Plan.”
Inaddition, thisfinal ruleisamending Sections7.3.3and 7.3.4 of SW-846 Chapter
Seven towithdraw thecyanideand sulfidereactivity guidanceandtheruleremovesthe
required usesof reactivecyanideand sulfidemethodsand threshol d level sfrom condi-
tiond delistings.

Background

SW-846 wasfirst publishedin 1980 to support requirementsfor testing hazard-
ousand nonhazardouswaste. At thetime, SW-846 wasintended to serve asaguidance
manual of generally appropriateand reliableanalytica methodsfor testing and monitoring
waste. Some of the RCRA regulationsrequired theuse of SW-846 methodsin general,
andthereforeall of the publication had to beincorporated by reference at 40 CFR
260.11(a). EPA hasdetermined that some of the required uses of SW-846 are not
necessary. Inaddition, membersof the regulated community requested the opportunity
to use other reliable methodsto comply with hazardouswaste regulations. OnMay 8,
1998, EPA a so proposed to remove certain required uses of SW-846 methods, and to
alow moreflexibility intest method selection.

Subsequently, on October 30, 2002 (67 FR 66251-66301), the Agency pro-
posed to amend the hazardous and nonhazardous solid waste regul ationsfor testing and
monitoring activitiesfromthe RCRA regulations.

For More Information
Thisfact sheet and other information rel ated to the M ethods | nnovation Ruleareavailable
onthelnternet at http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/test/mir.htm.






